Option @ Syllabus model B

Syllabus model B is a newly developed model with a more systematic approach compared to
the more thematic approach of syllabus model A. The agreement is to buy a five-year licence
with RE Today.” Additional support resources are also available to purchase.

The syllabus offers:

* A more systematic approach to the study of religions, in contrast
to the more thematic approach of option A. This means that most
questions address one religion at a time. For example, in each year a
class will generally study two religions separately before addressing
a thematic question in the summer term, allowing them to build on
their learning through the year.
A coherent teaching and learning approach, with clear assessment
outcomes for each unit and each phase.
Additional guidance on religions and worldviews, and is
accompanied by a selection of units of work, available for purchase.
Incorporation of key questions from the Understanding Christianity
resource currently in use in many Church of England and

In addition to the sections found in
model A, syllabus model B includes
these further features:

* Teaching and learning approach

e Spiral curriculum

* Core concepts identified for each
unit, building on prior learning
End-of-unit and end-of-phase
outcomes for coherent assessment
Background knowledge on core
concepts in world religions and

community schools.

Advantages:

 The systematic approach reflects a knowledge-
rich curriculum, and its spiral curriculum reflects

the contemporary emphasis on embedding pupils’

knowledge and understanding in their long-term
memory. This idea of curriculum coherence ties in
well with new Ofsted emphases, with focus on the
sequencing of concepts for effective learning.

e Many schools using Understanding Christianity
will be delivering the agreed syllabus as they
use it; and schools that have not adopted
Understanding Christianity will benefit from the
structural coherence of the study of Christianity
in the syllabus.

 The syllabus includes additional scope for the
examination of non-religious worldviews, in line
with the Commission on RE national report 2018.

* Ongoing support from RE Today with potential
upgrades within the five-year review period
if required.

* SACRE can write and insert its own foreword
and introduction.

e SACRE can create additional local appendices
(although these are the responsibility of SACRE
to print and insert).

non-religious worldviews
Demographics of religion and
belief in local area.

¢ Additional support is available in the form of a
scheme of work for units other than Christianity —
20 primary units of work and 11 secondary units,
available for purchase by SACRE for its schools, or
by schools themselves.

* LAs and SACREs can work with RE Today to recoup
a significant proportion of their costs through
entrepreneurial launch events for schools. We
have wide experience of the effectiveness of this,
including premium rates for local academies.
Further detailed examples available.

* Feedback from local authorities using this
syllabus has been very positive.

Disadvantages:

* Limited involvement from local teachers or SACRE
on the content and style.

* Local RE is less prominent (although SACRE can
insert its own local introduction and appendices
to the syllabus).

*Details of what the licence includes, as well as FOI
and copyright information can be found on p.11.
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